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COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


CASH RECEIPTS FROM FARM. 
MARKETINGS HIGHER THAN LAST YEAR 


Cash receipts from farm market- 
ings in North Carolina during April 
totaled $26,584,000. This is an in- 
crease of $5,212,000 or 24 percent 
over receipts during April 1951. 
April receipts from marketings of 
livestock and livestock products 
totaled $16,333,000 -- up 12 per- 
cent from last April and accounting 
for 61 percent of the total April 
cash receipts. Income from market- 
ings of crops totaled $10, 251,000 
-- up 52 percent from last year, 
accounting for 39 percent of the 
April cash income. 

For the first four months of 1952 
(January-April) cash receipts from 
marketings in North Carolina totaled 
$113,934,000 -- up 30 percent from 
receipts during the same period last 
year. Receipts from sales of live- 
stock and products during this period 
totaled $58,314,000, an increase of 
15 percent. Income from marketings 
of crops totaled $55,620,000, an 
increase of 51 percent over the first 
four months of 1951. About 49 per- 
cent of the total cash receipts from 
marketings during this four-month 
period came from marketings of crops 
with 51 percent coming from market- 
ings of livestock and products. 


LAND VALUES CONTINUE TO CLIMB 


Farm real estate values in North 
Carolina continued to climb during 
the four month period ending March 
1, 1952. On March 1, the index of 
farm real estate values for the State 
stood at an all time high of 425 
(1912-14=100). This compares with 
an index of 410 on November 1, 1951 
and is almost 12 percent above the 
March 1, 1951 index of 380. 

North Carolina continued to hold 
the highest index in the Nation fol- 
lowed by Kentucky with 346 percent 
and Alabama with 321 percent of 
the base period. 

The average value per acre of 
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MAY HATCHERY REPORT 


Chick Output 5 Percent 
Below Last Year 


During the month of May 6,074,- 
000 chicks were hatched by North 
Carolina’ s commercial hatcheries, 
Hatchings for May were 28 percent 
below those of the previous month. 
Chicks produced during May 1952 were 
about 5 percent less than the chicks 
produced during the month of May 
1951. 

The January through May chick 
production in the State totaled 
34,310,000. This is nearly 13 per- 
cent above the 30,418,000 chicks 
produced during the same period 
of 1951. Increased demand for 
broiler chicks accounted for most 
of this gain in total January - 
May hatchings compared to the same 
period in 1951. 

The number of chicks produced by 
commercial hatcheries in the U. S. 
during May totaled 216,343,000 com- 
pared with 270,989,000 for last year. 
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PIG CROP REPORT - JUNE 1952 


The 1952 spring pig crop in North 
Carolina totaled 1,071,000 head, a 
10 percent increase over the 1951 
spring crop. The 1951 spring pig 
crop totaled 973,000 head. The 10- 
year average spring crop is 837,000 
head. The number of sows farrow- 
ing this spring totaled 170,000 head, 
12 percent above the 152,000 farrow- 
ing in the’ spring a year earlier 
and 27 percent greater than the 10- 
year average of 134,000 head. The 
number of pigs saved per litter av- 
eraged 6.2, compared with 6.4 last 
spring and the 10-year average of 
6.3 per litter. 

Reports on breeding intentions 
indicate 131,000 sows to farrow this 
fall. This is a 1 percent increase 
over the number farrowing last fall 
and compares with the 10-year aver- 
age of 109,000 sows. 

For the Nation as a whole the 
1952 spring pig crop totaled 56,- 
607,000 head, a decrease of 9 per- 
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INCREASE IN DOLLAR VALUE 
OF FARM LAND* 
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N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX UP 9 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers at local markets increased 9 points 
during the month ended June 15. The June mid-month index 
of 300 compares with 281 on May 15, an index of 313 on 
June 15, 1951. and an index of 241 on June 15, .1950. 

The grains commodity index at 191 compares with 199 
in mid-May. Corn increased seasonally from $1.75 to $1.80 
per bushels, while wheat, oats, barley and rye decreased 
in price (See table below). 

The cotton and cottonseed index increased from 301 
to 310 during the month ended June 15. Cotton advanced 
1.3 cents per pound while cottonseed «t $69.00 per ton 
remained the same as May. 

The meat animals index decreased from 422 to 416. 
Hog prices were unchanged, while beef cattle, veal cal- 
ves and sheep decreased in price. The price of lambs 
increased 50 cents per hundredweight. 

The poultry index jncreased from 192 to 220 as the 
result of higher prices for both chickens and eggs. 
Chickens advanced two cents per pound and egg prices 
increased almost 5 cents per dozen. 

The dairy index decreased one point due to season- 
ally lower prices for milk and butterfat. 

The miscellaneous commodities index at 314 in mid- 
June was 11 points higher than the May 15 index. Soy- 
beans, cowpeas, potatoes and apples increased slightly 
during the month: 

The ratio of prices received by North Carolina farm- 
ers to prices paid by U. S. farmers increased from 101 
on May 15 to 105 on June 15. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS JUNE 15,1952, WITH COMPARISONS 
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RECORD CROP OF CRIMSON CLOVER SEED 


Crimson clover seed production in North Carolina is 
estimated at 350,000 pounds of clean seed from 2,100 acres 
this year. This compares with 300,000 pounds produced in 
1951 and the 1941-50 average production of 235,000 pounds. 

National production is forecast at a record 28,310,000 
pounds. Seed harvested last year amounted to 27, 440,000 
pounds. The 10-year average is 15,401,000 pounds. 
(See table on Page 3), 
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NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 100 PERCENT) 
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a/ Ratio of N. C. prices received to U. S; prices paid. 


PRICES RECEIVED AND PRICES PAID DOW SLIGHTLY 
PARITY RATIO UP 1 POINT 


The Index of Prices Received by U. S. Farmers declined 
1 point (one third of one percent) from mid-May to mid- 
June. At 292 percent of the 1910-14 average on June 15, 
the index compares with 293 a month earlier and with 301 
a year ago. A substantial decline in beef cattle prices 
together with lower prices for the other meat animals, 
dairy products, wheat, oats, barley and several important 
truck crops contributed to lowering the index. These de- 
creases were nearly offset by increases in prices for cot- 
ton, some fruits, potatoes, corn, most oil bearing crops, 
eggs, and poultry. 

Declines in average prices paid by farmers for goods 
used in production dropped the Parity Index (Prices Paid 
for Commodities, Interest, Taxes, and Wage Rates) 1 per- 
cent during the month ended June 15, but prices of goods 
used for farm family living regained the record high re- 
corded last December. Feeder livestock prices contri- 
buted most to the decline, but prices paid for feed, house- 
hold furnishings, and clothing also were lower in mid- 
June than a month earlier. At 286, the current Parity 
Index is approximately 1 percent higher than a year ago. 

The 3 point decline in the Index of Prices Paid by 
Farmers including Interest, Taxes, and Wage Rates, and 
the 1 point decline in the Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers raised the Parity Ratio from 101 to 102. 


COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 
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FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS JUNE 15, 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
FEED PER 
HUNDREDWE I GHT May 15 | JUNE 15 May 15 JUNE 15 
1952 1952 1952 
MIXED DAIRY FEED 


1952 


1952 
DOLLARS 


4.50 4.55 4. 4, 48 
4.80 4.35 A. 4.36 
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4.22 
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FEED PRICES INCREASE 


Prices paid by N. C. farmers for most high protein 
and grain by-products feeds advanced in price during the 
month ended June 15. Cottonseed meal increased 10 cents 
per hundredweight while soybeans remained the same. 

Laying mash and scratch grains remained the same as 
a month earlier. 

All feed prices are higher than on June 15 last year. 
Mixed dairy feed containing 16 percent protein average: 
$4.00 last year compared with $4.35 on June 15 of thi 
year. Soybean meal averaged $4.50 on June 15, 1951 com 
pared with $5.30 on June 15, 1952. Laying mash averagec. 
$5.20 on June 15 of last year compared with $5.50 on June 
15 of this year. 

The price of meat scrap was off 10 cents per hundred- 
weight and bran and wheat middlings were down 5 cents 
per hundredweight from a month earlier. 


NORTH CAROLINA PICKLE ACREAGE UP SLIGHTLY 


The acreage of cucumbers planted for pickles in North 
Carolina is currently estimated at 12,700 acres -- up 5 
percent from the 12,100 acres planted in 1951 and 59 per- 
cent greater than the 1941-50 average plantings. 

The Nation’s cucumbers for pickles crop is currently 
estimated at 165,150 acres. This is 
about 8 percent more than the revised 
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STATE’S PROSPECTIVE PROCESSING SNAP BEAN ACREAGE 
DOWN 23 PERCENT 


The 1952 processing snap bean plantings in North Caro- 
lina are expected to total 1,000 acres. A crop of this 
size would be 23 percent less than the 1,300 acres planted 
last year and 52 percent less than the 1941-50 average. 

Total plantings of snap veans for processing in the 
United States is estimated at 127 930 acres. This pre- 
liminary estimate of the 1952 plantings compares with 
130,130 acres planted last year and the average of 129,- 
570 acres for 1941-50 period. 

Abandonment of planted acreage averaged about 5 per- 
cent annually during the past 10 years. If this loss is 
assumed for 1952, about 121,500 acres would be harvested 
in 1952. This would compare with 125,920 acres harvested 
in 1951 and a 1941-50 average of 123,200 acres. 


PROSPECTIVE ACREAGE OF IMPORTANT WINTER - 
COVER CROP SEEDS 


Intended Acreage for Harvest Up 43 Percent 
from Last Year 


A preharvest survey indicates that a total of 632,300 
acres of 5 important kinds of winter cover crops -- hairy 
vetch, common and Willismette vetch, Austrian Winter peas, 
common ryegrass, and wild winter peas -- are being saved 
for seed in the U. S. this year. This acreage is 43 per- 
cent larger than the 442,900 acres harvested in 1951 and 
48 percent larger than the 1941-50,average of 428,100 
acres, The June 15 condition, as a percentage of normal, 
of each of these seed crops was reported higher than last 
year. In contrast to 1951 at this time, weather condi- 
tions have been particularly favorable for development 
of winter cover crop seed in the western and southern 
States. Only in Texas and North Dakota, where weather 
has been too dry, are conditions reported relatively un- 
favorable. With the large acreage and generally good 
condition of the growing crops, it is likely that the’ 
1952 production of these seeds will be at least one half 
again as large as last year’s output, assuming near nor- 
mal weather conditions from June 15 through harvest. 

The 371,000 acres of hairy vetch intended for har- 
vest as of June 15 represents an increase of 57 per- 
cent over last year’s acreage and is almost 3 times 
the 10-year average. Most of this increase has occurred 

(Continued on Page 4) 


1951 plantings of 152,180 acres and 30 
percent above the 1941-50 average 
plantings of 127,020 acres. 


STATE 


JUNE BROILER PLACEMENTS 
DOWN FROM PREVIOUS MONTH 


Hatcherymen and dealers serv- 
ing the Central and Western commer- 
cial broiler producing areas of 
North Carolina placed a total of 
3,736,000 chicks with growers dur- 
ing June. Compared to May place- 
ments of 4,181,000 chicks this was 
a decline of 11 percent and fol- 
lows the downward trend in place- 
ments shown at this time last year. 

Commercial hatcheries serving 
the Central and Western broiler 
areas set a total of 5,012,000 
eggs in incubators during June, 
This was a decline of 10 percent y 
from May settines. 2/ 


Short-time average. 


foo small to estimate, estimates discontinued. 


FORECAST OF 1952 CRIMSON CLOVER SEED CROP, BY STATES 
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COVER CROP SEED (Continued) 


in Oklahoma and Texas with 200,000 
acres and 75,000 acres, respectively, 
intended for harvest this year con- 
pared with 100.000 and 48,000, res- 
pectively, harvested in 1951. Ac- 
reage will also be increased over 
last year’s in each of the other 3 
States which produce hairy vetch seed 
in appreciable quantities. It is 
estimated that Common and William- 
ette vetch seed will be produced 
on 47,000 acres this year, three- 
fourths again as many acres as in 
1951. Most of this seed is grown 
in Oregon where conditions for win- 
ter cover crop seed production have 
been unusually favorable this year. 

Although a 23 percent increase in 
acreage of Austrian Winter Peas over 
last year is indicated, the total of 
44,800 acres intended for harvest is 
only about one-half the 10-year aver- 
age. Idaho, with 30,000 acres, leads 
all States in acreage this year. Last 
year 20,000 acres were harvested for 
seed in this State. 

In Oregon, Common Ryegrass came 
through a generally mild winter 
in good condition with practically 
no winter-kill. Well distributed 
moisture during the spring months 
favored growth and seed heads are 
well filled. Condition of the crop 
is reported at 104 percent of nor- 
mal and an increase of 12 percent 
from last year’s acreage is indi- 
cated. 

An increased acreage of Wild 
Winter Peas over 1951 is indicated 
for each State, these increases rang- 
ing from 12 percent in Alabama and 
Texas to 100 percent in Arkansas. 
The total acreage for harvest is 
estimated at 64,500 acres, 31 per- 
cent more than in 1951 and 6 per- 
cent above average. Except for in- 
sect damage, particularly in Ala- 
bama, and dry weather in Texas, con- 
ditions have been quite favorable 
for growth. 
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NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES PIG CROP REPORT 


SPRING CROP 


(DECEMBER 1-JUNE 1?) 


THOUSAND HEAD 
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6.3 


152 
973 
6.4 


170 
1,071 
6.3 


FARROWINGo coos 
SAVEDecccecces 
PER LITTER, cece 


FARROWING. «coe 
SAVEDececcecoe 
PER LITTERs coe 


6 2,007 |56 ,607 


FALL CROP 
(JUNE 1-DeECEMBER 1) 
10-YEAR 


AVERAGE 
1941-50 


1952 as. 
% OF 
1951 

NORTH CAROLINA 

THOUSAND HEAD 


130 131 
884 : 


112 
110 


698 
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UNITED STATES 


89 5,638 
91 36, 312 


l/ Number indicated to farrow from breeding intentions reports. 


LAND VALUES (Continued) 


land inNorth Carolina on March 1 
was $121.93. This compares with 
the average value of $98.65 per 
acre on the same date in 1950 and 
$39.09 per acre on March 1, 1940. 
The total value of farm real estate 
in the State is now estimated at 
at $2,355 million, 220 percent great- 
er than the March 1, 1940 value of 
$737 million. 

Farm real estate values in the 
United States rose an average of 
2 percent during the 4 months end- 
ing March 1, the same as during 
the July-November period of 1951, 
but only one-fourth as much as dur- 
ing the November-March period a 
year earlier. The United States 
index was 211 (1912-14=100), 9 per- 
cent above March 1951 and 23 per- 
cent above July 1950. 

The total doliar value of farm 
land and buildings is estimated 
at $94.6 billion as of March 1, 
1952, or an average of $81.64 per 
acre, The "average farm" is now 
worth between $17,000 and $18,000. 


PIG CROP REPORT (Continued) 


cent from last spring. The number 
of sows farrowing this spring was 
11 percent below last spring. The 
number of pigs saved per litter is 
the highest of record. It is 3 per- 
cent higher than last spring which 
was the previous record high. For 
the coming fall crop, reports on 
breeding intentions indicate a to- 
tal of 5,566,000 sows to farrow, 9 
percent below the number farrowing 
last fall. The combined 1952 spring 
and fall pig crop is now expected 
to be about 93 million head. This 
would be 9 percent below 1951, but 
1 percent above the 1941-50 average, 

The number of hogs six months 
old and over on farms and ranches 
June 1 was 5 percent below last year 
and 12 percent below the 10-year 
average. 

This report is based upon a sur- 
vey of about 117,000 farms and ranch- 
es. Returns were obtained largely 
in cooperation with the Post Office 
Department through the rural mail 
carriers. 


